COMMENTS ON THE 1947 SEMINAR

The following extracts are from letters and published accounts
writton by some of those who were presemt at tha 1947 session as
merhers or visitors,

Laurence Dugcan, Dirsctor of the Institute of International Education:

"It is evident that vour idea of giving European students an
insight into our American culture and contemporary problems opensd an
entirely new Pield to studenis who have been unable to learn about us
without coming to this countrye. The success of this first venture
should enable you to continuec the Seminar and perhaps to cxpand your
efforts to other centers as well,

Samucl He Williams, Ohief of the Edugation Division, Headquarters,
United Statcs Forces in Austrias

1t is our beliof that the achisvemonts of tho Student Council
S8antinar were valuable enough to warrent its continuance and we hope
that Harvard will appreciato the splendid contribution of the Student
Council to the solution of problems which confront this troubled
worldse-eslt is a pleasurs for us to submit a most favorable report te
Genoral Koyos and the Stato Department,®

Lyman Bryson, Educational Diractor of CBSs

"These young people woere brought togethor to talk and to study
togcther, and the shole enterpriss was admirable, because tho young
Anmcricans who dreamed about it, and worked very hard to make it happen,
were not just writing cssays about intcrnational diffiocultion and inter-
national underetanding; they were doing something aboul it.seseThoy
maintained in that boautiful, but stronge and old-fashioned atnosphere,
a rpirit of American freedom that was a leeson in essential domocracy
to tac Evropoarse They mude a gosture of friendship that umay have
great rocul*sa"

Ui liogyarorszag, Hungarian wockly on world politics and imtecllectual lifes
"Therc wasn't cven a shadow of propaganda in Salzburg, In thia

exccllent atmospherc all the probleoms of an intellecctunl cooperation

betwoen the United States and Zurope came to the fore with no rogard

for veclitical prejudicess”

F.0, latthicssen, Faculty lecturcr in Literature:

"It was the greatest teaching oxperience I have ever had, or ever
hope to have,"

Margaret Mead, Faculty leeturer in Soeiologys

" (Tho European participants) all learned something more of tho
complexity of American clture, and I think most of them lecarncd, as
countorpoint to an inercasing sensc of what American civilization was,
that there was sonmething which night be called Europcan civilization,
which wae not meroly an aggregote of national culturcs, but an old
shared traditioneeseesIn listening to the way in which Americans partice
ipated in disoussions, many of them expericncod, probably for the first
tino, the particular quality of a domocratic tradition which valued
the oxiostence of difforonces of opinione®



