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The Democratic Tradition in the
United Stontes

PROPOSED LECTURES AND SEMINARS BY BENJAMIN F, WRIGHT

1. An introductory lecture dealing with the nature

of democracy as 1t has been expressed in American
political and constitutional thought, Attention will
be directed to the paradoxes and contradictions -~ or
apparent contradictions - to be found in this tradition,
€.8., equallty and discrimination, natural rights and
privilege, freedon of gpeech and intolerence, tajority
rule and congtitutional limitations, social Justice and
rugged individualism,

B Four leotures (two weeks) on the basic writings in
American political thought - The Federalist and Jefferson's
Collected Writings, Each peilr of lectures willl be supple-
mented by a seminar, In both the lectures and the sem-
inars these works will be made the focii for dlscussions
of the phllosophy of the period which was et the same

time the product of generations of Anglo-American develop-
ment, the most creative perlod in Amerlcan democratic
thought, and the polnt of departure for nearly all sub-
sequent political and constitutional thought in the

United S+tates.

3, Four lectures (two weeks) in which an attempt will
be made to interpret the ma)or themes in the growth of
American democratlic thought since Jefferson, Each palr
of lectures wlll again be supplemented by » seminar or
discussion period., The toplcs denlt with will include
continuity and change, the expansion of popular power

and the growth of Judicial review, the nature of American
constlitutionallsm, varieties of individualism, nineteenth
and twentleth century doctrines of social Jjustice,



