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PROPOSED COURSE OF LECTURES BY F. 0. MATTHIESSEN

The reading for this course will consist of half a

dozen major texts: The Heart of Emerson's Journals, Hawthorne!s

The Scarlet Letter, lielville's lioby Dick, Jumes' The Portrailt

of o Lady, Dreiser's Sister Carrie, and Ellot's Cocllected
Poems. The cholooe of authors has been made on the basis of
providing & wildely variegnted appro~ch to some of the maln
lssues in Amerlcan literature and cultural history. Emerson,
the quintessence of American individualism, who was yet so
deeply indebted to Europe, mokes the natural starting point.

awthorne and Melville, rejeccting Amerson's optimism, wrote
anerican tragedies, Just =28 surely os Dreiser did in 2 lster
day. With Henry James they constitute the four central
figures in our flection, and willl enable us to pass from
romence sand realism to symbolism and naturalism, The strain
from Hawthorne to James to Eliot 1s the one which has scrutin-
ized our spiritual life most profoundly. And with Eliot we
turn to poetry, and examine the tradition from Poe and the
French symboliéts, thus ending, as we begen, wlth the inescap-
able interweaving of American with European culturc.,

This course has been arranged so as not to conflict

in any way with ldr. Kazin's, and in the hope that the one
forms a natural complement to the other. It is expected th-t
the seminar dlscussions will also include somelof the other

figures In contemporary poetry and fiction.



